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NEW DFASDIRECTORANNOUNCED

Under Secretary of Defense William J. Lynn [11 recently selected ThomasR. Bloom asdirector
of the Defense Finance and Accounting Service, effective May 24, 1999. Bloomistheformer chief
financial officer for the Generd ServicesAdminigtration.

Asthe DFASdirector, Bloomwill overseethe day-to-day accounting and finance activitiesof the
Department of Defense. DFAS employsabout 19,000 civiliansand 2,000 military personnel at five
major centersand 20 operating locationsthroughout the United Statesand inthe Pacific. Theagency
processes 9.8 million paymentsto DoD personnel; 12 million commercial invoices; 450,000 travel
vouchers/settlements; 500,000 savings bondsissuances; and 120,000 transportation bills of lading
paying out $22 billion amonth. DFAS handlesaccountsfor worl dwide operationsand multidisciplined
appropriationsof DoD. Thesefinancia resourcesarewell inexcessof $1 trillion.

Bloom has extensive experiencein finance and accounting and isacertified public accountant.
AsGSA'schief financia officer, he had oversight responsbility for budgeting, accounting, cash man-
agement, payroll, financia reporting, strategic planning and performance measurement and financia
responsibility for $43 billion annually in government-wide procurement.

Former assignmentsinclude serving asinspector general at the U.S. Department of Education

from 1995 to 1998 where Bloom conducted audits, investigations, managed fraud control programs
and designated security servicesrelated to programsand operationsfor the Department.
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Bloom also served as CFO and ass stant secretary for Administration at the Department of Commercewhere
hewasresponsblefor al financial, administrative and budget management issuesfrom 1993 to 1995.

From 1988 to 1993, Bloomwasasenior audit partner and director of governmental servicesand co-chair of
itsFnancid Inditution Practicewith the nationa certified public accounting firm Kenneth Leventhal & Company in
itsDallas, Texasand Washington, D.C. offices. Asan accounting fellow and later the chief accountant for the
Federal Home L oan System from 1985 to 1988, Bloom was the senior accounting and auditing authority for
regulation of thetroubled thrift industry.

Prior to that, Bloom a so spent nineyearswith two international accounting firmswhere herosefrom junior
saff accountant to partner. Bloomisamember of the Advisory Council on Government Auditing Standardsand is
apast member of the Cost Accounting Standards Board and the Accounting and Auditing Policy Committeefor
the Federa government.

Bloom earned abachelor’ sdegreein BusinessAdministration and Accounting fromthe University of Michi-
gan. Heisacertified public accountant.

For moreinformation, please contact Cathy Ferguson, (703) 607-2716.



